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Note: Scores were calculated by assigning a value of 10 points for a high priority, 5 points for a moderate priority and 0 points 
for a low priority. The cumulative value for each project was then divided by the number of responses for that project.

The Steier Group’s historical data indicates that anything above a 6.5 is considered a high priority, and anything below a 5.0 
is considered a low priority.

Dear parishioners,
I would like to extend a special thanks to the many 
families who participated in the recent planning 
study conducted at St. Petronille. We received an 
excellentl response from the parish community, feedback that 
is extremely beneficial as we look to the future of our church and 
school. The Steier Group compiled the data and reported their findings and 
recommendations to members of the Parish Council, Finance Council and 
Campaign Committee on March 3. Below is a summary of their report.
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OVERALL OBSERVATIONS
• There is a strong sense of community at St. Petronille with long-standing friendships 
 and support of one another.
• Past and present school parents feel the school is strong and prepares students well 
 for their ongoing education.
• In general, respondents support a campaign and highly favor projects involving 
 maintenance and upkeep.
• Respondents strongly support replacing the carpet and pews in the church but opinions are 

more varied about the proposed painting and other improvements.
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KEY STATISTICAL FINDINGS

76% 82%
of respondents will 
make a personal gift 
to the campaign

of respondents 
personally favor a 
capital campaign

21 families have left an 
estate gift for the parish. 
26 families are interested in 
learning more about how to 
make a planned gift

46 respondents indicated 
they would serve in a volunteer 
leadership position

NEXT STEPS
Thanks to your input, the results of this study have helped us to understand what 
is important to parishioners and what steps need to be taken to prepare for a 
major fundraising effort. St. Petronille has been around for almost 100 years and 
parishioners truly want to preserve it and make sure the church and school are 
viable for many years to come. 

Based on the feedback and data shared, members of the Parish Council, 
Finance Council and Campaign Committee endorsed moving forward 
with a campaign to enhance our church and school facilities. We will begin 
implementing some of the key recommendations made by the Steier Group. Our 
hope is to ultimately kick off the fundraising push later this fall. You will hear 
much more about the effort in the coming months.

Once again, thank you for your participation in the study. With the Lord 
guiding our efforts, we hope to give glory to Him as we undertake this important 
campaign for the future of St. Petronille.

In Christ,
 

Fr. Thomas Milota
Pastor

“Seek God’s will 

in all that you do 

and He will 

direct your path.”

(Proverbs 3:6)

KEY RECOMMENDATIONS
• Begin preparations to conduct a capital campaign.
• Finalize the campaign goals based on the parish’s long-range planning and responses 

during the study.
• Work with the architects and contractors to finalize the plans and costs for 

construction/renovation projects. 
• Educate parishioners about the needs facing the church and school, utilizing parish 

informational sessions, bulletin and pulpit announcements and an FAQ series to 
directly address questions and concerns brought up during the study.

• Continue discussions with parishioners regarding the church building updates
• In addition to the existing Campaign Committee members, begin identifying 

additional volunteers to serve on the campaign team.


